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1 (Currently Amended) A slot machine comprising: 

a plurality of reels, each of the reels comprising a reel strip bearing a plurality of different 
discrete symbols and a continuous graphical element extending between adjacent 
ones of the discrete symbols such that the discrete symbols are thematically 
unified by the graphical element; 
a processor operable to rotate the reels and stop the reels to place the discrete symbols on 
the reels in visual association with a display area, and to award a base game 
payout responsive to an alignment of a plurality of discrete symbols associated 
with a winning combination along a selected payline, 
■rt-i, - u.«t nn. of said re^ arises a video reel and wherein said processor is 
, v .rM, m. for said - 1™« ™e of said rrHs , move a selected one, of said discrete 
« ymhnk relative to ~M continuous graphical dement and determine an award, 
«.m * wa rH heins rel ? ^ tn . He.oree of said movement and heinp independent of 
anv pavline . 

3. (Currently Amended) The slot machine of claim 1, wherein aUea^n^f-^eek 
q vid e o rod and w hemn-said^iu^u i L to, fn r ~i iJ at l e ast one of tn M 

web, mov e a c dect tt W uf disc r e t e uymb ol- r n ,l,i ti ■ t to said f ioitf iu u uu J flroph ic nl flrmm * 
wWtn .aid pror ™™ «« ^ to. *~ oM t least one of said reols, move thq fleeted one of 
<aiH discrete sv™hr>k Native to s *iH continuous aranhiml riwwmt and determine, during for a 
bonus L -im tn a degree of said movement and b.in P inde pendent of any 

pavline. 
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9 (Currently Amended) A slot machine comprising: 

a plurality of reels, each of the reels comprising a reel strip bearing a plurality of discrete 
symbol positions and a continuous graphical element extending between adjacent ones of the 
discrete symbol position, such that the discrete symbol positions are thematically unified by the 
graphical element, each of the reel strips also bearing a discrete symbol in at least one of saxd 

discrete symbol positions; and 

a processor programmed to award a base game payout responsive to an alignment of a 
plurality of different discrete symbols associated with a winning combination along a selected 

payline a 

w ^ nf ^ reels romprises * video reel <mrt wherein sa,d processor is 
r „ r ^ tn for sai- - " ^ "» " f ™« 

«» ..id conti— r i*^' ^™ nt d ^ 1 h ™"" ™ nr m " War<1 hdng ***** ^ 
de pree of saiH movement independent of any payline. 

16. (Cancelled). 

18. ' (Currently Amended) A method of conducting a slot game on a slot machine controlled 
by a processor, comprising: 

receiving a wager from a player; and 

rotating a plurality of reels, ■» ™« ^ the rech comprismp a video reel, each of the 
reels comprising a reel strip bearing a plurality of different discrete symbols and a 
continuous graphical element extending between adjacent ones of the discrete 
symbols such that the discrete symbols are thematically unified by. the graphical 

element; 

stopping the reels to place a portion of each reel in visual association with a display area; 

providing a payout responsive to an alignment of a winning combination of discrete 
symbols along a paylinc in said display area; 
« « P ,i ac ted one nf ™iH discrete sy mbo l s relative to said continuous graphical 

element: and 
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.3. 

rrr „ M to a < W of said m ovement Mirl bein, independent of any . 

pavline , 

25. (Currently Amended) A method of conducting a slot game on a slot machine controlled 

by a processor, comprising: 

receiving a wager from a player; 

rotating a video reel, the video reel bearing a plurality of discrete symbol positions and a 
continuous graphical element extending between adjacent ones of the discrete 
symbol positions such that the discrete symbol positions are thematically unified 

by the graphical element; 
moving a discrete symbol between the adjacent ones of the discrete symbol positions as 

the video reel is rotated; and 
determining a payout based on the a degree of movement of the discrete symbol between 
the adjacent ones of the discrete symbol positions as the video reel is rotated^ 
«* of determining heinr independent of any selected pay line. 
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